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East Harwich Planning 
2006 to 2014 

 Many of the same themes have run through East Harwich 

planning documents since 2006.  Examples of guiding 

principles, growth concepts, design guidelines, buildout 

estimates,  zoning district boundaries and lot coverages 

are shown in this slideshow. 
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Reports/Documents 

 Guiding Principles for East Harwich, 2006 

 East Harwich Village Initiative Report, 2007 

 Zoning Framework - EH Village Center, 2009 

 East Harwich Village Center Handbook, 2011 

 Proposed East Harwich Zoning Bylaw, 2012 

 Vision Statements, Board of Selectmen, 2013 

 East Harwich Commercial Zone Concept, 2014 
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Guiding Principles for East Harwich 

1. Keep it Green 
 Open and green spaces define Cape Cod and should be 

included in any definition of East Harwich. 

2. Relate to the Pedestrian 
 The village neighborhood should not only allow but 

encourage walking.  

3. First Reuse and Redevelop 
 Expansion of commercial uses is not desired without 

benefits and offsets to the neighborhood and to the town. 

4. Compact Development 
 Pull development into the village center instead of allowing 

it to sprawl into adjacent open space.  

 

2006 
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5. Provide Offsets and Match the Carrying 
Capacity 

 Do not overburden existing infrastructure and the 

environment, particularly groundwater and wastewater.  
6. Improve the Access 

 To use the land most efficiently and with the least 
impact, carefully design new access ways that serve the 
kind of development desired. 

7. Retain Cape Cod Character 
 Adopt design guidelines that define a local tradition. 

8. Make it Green 
 Sustainable designs help both the district and the 

community as a whole.  

Guiding Principles (continued) 
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Treatment of Arterial Roads 
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East Harwich Commercial Zone 

Concept 

• A work in progress … 
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